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OXFORD: 

E.  PICKARD  HALL  AND  J.  H.  STACY, 
PRINTERS  TO  THE  UNIVERSITY. 


RADCLIFFE  LIBRARY,  UNIVERSITY  MUSEUM. 


Oxford,  July  10,  1874. 


My  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

The  ordinary  affairs  of  your  Library  continue  much  as 
usual. 

The  Scientific  Books  are  largely  used  by  the  Scientific 
Professors  ; students  find  the  Library  indispensable.  There 
have  been  this  year  2241  readers  a. 

The  printing  of  the  Catalogue  has  been  continuously 
but  quietly  carried  on.  You  retain  the  charge  of  the  Ash- 
molean  Society’s  Lending  Library  as  heretofore  ; it  forms 
a valuable  complement  to  your  own.  Your  books  continue 
to  be  taken  by  the  Professors  to  their  own  apartments  in 
the  Museum.  In  special  cases  the  privilege  of  removing 
works  to  his  residence  at  the  Botanical  Gardens  is  accorded 
to  the  Professor  of  Botany,  because  it  is  to  be  hoped  that 
at  no  distant  period  the  Botanical  Gardens  will  be  moved 
into  the  vicinity  of  the  other  departments  of  Natural 
Science ; meanwhile  he  can  enjoy  some  of  the  advantages 
of  the  Library  that  are  used  by  his  colleagues. 


a That  is  daily  readers  not  different  persons;  students  who  use  the 
books  in  the  Court  are  not  reckoned,  because  probably  they  do  not  enter 
the  Library. 
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The  students  remove  the  books  to  the  Court  to  study 
with  the  specimens  there  displayed.  Books  are  also  kept 
in  the  Court  for  reference.  They  are  retained  for  use  also 
in  the  Pathological  Museum.  A Chemical  Laboratory 
having  been  erected  in  connexion  with  the  Professorship 
of  Medicine  at  the  Badcliffe  Infirmary,  special  Clinical 
works  are  deposited  there  also. 

The  University  having  commenced  to  build  and  furnish 
a new  and  considerable  Astronomical  Observatory  in  the 
Park  adjoining  the  Museum — an  Observatory  which  bids 
fair,  in  an  admirable  manner,  to  supplement,  not  to  supplant 
your  own, — the  Professor  of  Astronomy  has  already  applied 
for,  and  received  the  promise  of,  books  having  reference 
to  the  principles  and  practice  of  Astronomy  and  of  Astro- 
nomical Physics  to  be  used  in  the  Observatory. 

Under  pressure  of  various  other  duties  I have  not  made 
progress  with  the  Library  of  Comparative  National  Health. 
The  department  being  entirely  new,  I have  not  yet  been 
able  to  give  the  thought  to  the  classification  which  the 
case  requires.  It  is  hard  to  draw  the  line  of  the  subjects 
to  be  included.  For  the  problem  to  what  causes  the  health 
of  nations  is  due  becomes  constantly  more  intricate  as  our 
knowledge  deepens. 

Missionary  enterprise  is  beginning  to  occupy  a more 
just  attention  in  Oxford ; the  use  of  your  Library  has 
already  been  offered  to  those  whose  minds  are  drawn  in 
that  direction,  in  the  hope  that  the  study  of  the  physical 
condition  and  necessities  of  the  numerous  races  with  which 
the  British  Empire  is  connected,  may  go  on  hand  in  hand. 
A Christian  minister  neglecting  the  material  causes  which 
affect  National  Health,  may  be  counted  as  far  less  useful 
in  his  own  work  than  he  might  be. 

All  this  being  so,  a Library  of  so-called  Natural  Science 


ON  THE  PROGRESS  OF  THEIR  LIBRARY,  1 874. 


O 


by  a kind  of  necessity,  touches  at  unexpected  points  the 
domain  of  Language  and  Psychology. 

Ethnologists  and  Biologists  yearly  demand  more  works 
in  both  subjects. 

You  permitted  me  to  seek,  if  necessary,  additional 
assistance  in  the  Library,  but  for  the  reason  given  above 
this  has  been  deferred  for  another  year. 

The  volumes  of  the  Catalogue  as  at  present  printed  are 
submitted  to  you. 


The  Grant  which  you  made  for  Badcliffe  Scholars  lias 
again  proved  a boon  to  excellent  men.  Mr.  Bower  was 
sent  from  Leeds  and  Mr.  Blake  from  St.  George’s  Llospitah 
They  have  worked  with  industry  and  ability  in  the  Library, 
the  Hospital,  and  the  Laboratory. 

Out  of  the  further  Grant  which  you  placed  at  my  disposal, 
on  the  representations  of  my  colleagues  the  Examiners  for 
the  Badcliffe  Travelling  Fellowship,  two  candidates  of  great 
merit,  Mr.  Christopher  Childs,  B.A.,  of  Merton  College,  and 
Mr.  Charles  William  Moullin,  B.A.,  of  Pembroke  College, 
who  did  not  gain  the  Fellowship,  have  received  a grant  of 
£25  each,  to  enable  them  to  go  to  foreign  schools  this 
autumn,  on  the  condition  of  their  presenting  you  with 

evidence  of  the  work  done  at  the  School  they  select ; their 

•/  ' 

reports  will  appear  next  year. 

Mr.  Burn,  B.A.,  of  Corpus  Christ!  College,  a,  medical 
student  who  obtained  a first-class  in  Chemistry,  gave 
Chemical  Demonstration  on  the  Analysis  of  Excretions  to 
the  Badcliffe  Scholars,  receiving  a fee  of  £5  5 s.,  a less 
return  than  the  benefit  to  himself  acquiring  thus  early 
experience  as  a teacher. 

You  will,  I trust,  continue  the  grants  as  last  year. 
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Additional  shelves  to  the  extent  of  about  £300  are  required 
immediately  for  the  Library  Tower. 

Lastly,  your  attention  has  to  be  drawn  to  a subject 
seriously  affecting  the  present  condition  and  future  use  of 
the  structure  of  the  Library  itself,  that  is,  of  the  dome  built 
by  Gibbs. 

I11  the  end  of  last  year  the  Curators  of  the  Bodleian 
Library  were  led  to  consider  the  state  of  the  Bodleian  as 
regards  space,  safety  from  fire,  and  repair. 

Captain  Galton,  F.B.S.,  was  consulted  by  the  Curators 
of  the  Bodleian. 

The  question  was  raised  whether,  considering  the  ne- 
cessities of  space,  the  danger  from  fire,  and  the  state  of 
repair,  it  were  not  far  better,  and  not  much  more  costly, 
to  rebuild  the  Bodleian  Library  in  the  fine  site  of  the 
Parks  : devoting  henceforward  the  old  Schools  Quadrangle 
wholly  'instead  of  partially  to  Examination  Booms  and 
Lecture  Booms. 

But  even  were  this  agreed  to,  the  question  of  how  to 
protect  for  the  next  few  years  the  unique  Bodleian  MSS. 
from  fire  remains. 

Three  methods  are  proposed  : ( 1 ) to  make  fireproof  the 
Tower  of  the  Bodleian;  (2)  to  enclose  the  open  passage 
called  the  Proscholium ; (3)  to  remove  the  MSS.  to  the 
basement  of  the  Bndcliffe. 

The  last  plan  was  that  most  approved  by  the  Curators. 
But  a difficulty  now  presents  itself.  The  Badcliffe  itself 
is  not  fireproof,  and  the  lighting  by  gas  and  the  heating 
apparatus  are  said  to  be  an  abiding  source  of  danger.  Were 
its  roof  to  be  in  flakes  the  timbers,  if  impinging  on  the 
floor  which  is  also  the  ceiling  of  the  basement,  would  break 
through  upon  the  MSS.  below. 
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To  obviate  this  possible  disaster,  three  steps  are  re- 
quired. 

(1)  To  make  secure  the  gas,  and  the  heating  apparatus 
of  the  upper  portion,  as  protection  against  the  chance  of 
fire,  at  a cost  of  about  £375. 

(2)  To  raise  the  floor  of  the  main  building  by  placing 
iron  girders  upon  it,  enclosed  in  a stone  platform  27  feet  in 
diameter,  with  one  or  more  steps  leading  up  to  it,  at  a cost 
of  £325. 

(3)  To  fix  iron  shutters  in  the  basement,  at  a cost 
of  £550. 

To  this  second  plan  the  Bodleian  Curators  beg  your  con- 
sent. 

The  report  of  Mr.  Taylor,  the  Architect  employed  under 
Captain  Galton,  on  these  subjects  is  appended. 

I have  felt  bound  to  say  to  the  Bodleian  Curators  that 
while  I am  confident  the  matter  will  have  your  fullest  and 
most  courteous  consideration,  it  cannot  be  assumed  that  you 
^ull  at  once  sanction  this  particular  one  of  the  three  courses 
offered  by  Mr.  Taylor  for  the  temporary  security  of  the 
MSS.,  though  I have  promised  that  the  work  necessary  for 
securing  the  gas  and  the  heating  apparatus  (with  every 
possible  precaution  consistent  with  fighting  and  warming) 
should  be  done  at  once. 

The  vault  below  wifi  then  be  considered  fireproof,  except 
in  respect  of  the  falling  dome. 

It  has  to  be  borne  in  mind  that  should  this  substantial 
alteration  be  made,  and  should  the  most  precious  portion 
of  the  Bodleian  be  transferred,  to  your  Library,  the  time 
would  probably  be  held  to  have  arrived  for  the  construction 
of  the  uniting  corridor  so  long  under  consideration,  and 
should  be  simultaneously  constructed. 

Mr.  Taylor  has  pointed  out  that  the  floor  of  the  gallerv 
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in  the  dome  was  not  constructed  by  Gibbs  for  heavy  weights, 
and  is  indeed  in  itself  too  feeble.  He  advises  therefore  that 
the  floor  should  be  strengthened  at  a cost  of  £1850,  and  it 
will  probably  seem  to  you  desirable  that  this  work,  if  de- 
cided on,  should  be  undertaken  while  the  platform  is  being 
constructed,  and  the  gas  and  heating  apparatus  are  being 
repaired. 

I feel  bound  as  your  officer  to  lay  the  whole  of  the 
circumstances,  however,  concisely  before  you.  They  have 
attracted  much  attention  in  Oxford.  Not  only  does  Captain 
Gal  ton’s  Report  carry  with  it  the  weight  of  the  highest 
authority,  but  the  Curators  are  very  sensible  of  the  national 
charge  which  is  imposed  upon  them.  They  desire  in  a 
question  of  such  public  interest  to  arrive  at  a conclusion 
at  once  prudent  and  thorough.  I ventured  to  assure  them 
that  your  deliberation  will  be  conducted  in  the  same  spirit. 

For  it  is  obvious  that  the  great  and  important  changes 
suggested  by  Mr.  Taylor  in  Gibbs’  building,  are,  together 
with  the  necessity  for  the  uniting  corridor,  elements  in  tl^p 
problem  whether  the  Bodleian  Library  should  be  recon- 
structed on  its  present,  or  on  some  other  site. 

I have  the  honour  to  be, 

Mv  Lord  Duke  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obliged  and  faithful  Servant, 
Henry  W.  Acland, 

Librarian. 


To 

The  Rt.  Hon.  AY  E.  GLADSTONE,  M.P. 

The  Rt.  Hon.  T.  SOTHERON-ESTCOURT. 

His  Grace  the  DUKE  OF  MARLBOROUGH,  K.G. 
The  Rt.  Hon.  SIR  AV.  HEATHCOTE,  Bart. 

A.  AY  PEEL,  Esquire,  M.P. 
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RADCLIFFE  BUILDING. 

Statement  of  alterations  and  repairs  required  to  the  above  building- 
in  order  to  make  it  more  secure  from  fire,  and  for  the  reconstruc- 
tion of  the  floor  of  the  gallery  in  fire-proof  materials  (the  present 
floor  being  extremely  weak),  together  with  the  estimated  cost  of 
each  of  the  above-named  services. 

1 . Gas  Fittings. 

To  take  up  the  floors  where  necessary,  search 
for,  and  take  out,  all  white-metal  gas- 
pipes,  and  fix  iron  pipes  in  lieu  thereof,  and 
to  thoroughly  examine  and  put  in  order  the 
existing  iron  gas-pipes — say 

For  a suitable  standard  gas-fitting  for  the  centre 
of  the  reading-room,  and  for  such  new  fittings 
as  it  may  be  thought  desirable  to  fix — say  . 

2.  Warm-  Water  Apparatus. 

To  taking  up  the  floor  where  necessary  and 
line  the  channels  in  which  the  hot-water 
pipes  are  laid  with  three-quarter  inch  slate, 
making  such  alterations  in  the  pipes  and 
floor  as  may  be  requisite — say  . 

3.  Floor  of  Gallery. 

To  take  out  the  present  floor  and  construct  new 
floor  of  iron  joints  and  brickwork  or  concrete, 
renew  the  ceilings,  and  relay  the  present  oak 
flooring,  making  good  what  may  be  deficient, 
and  for  taking  out  and  refixing  the  hot- 
water  pipes .£1850  o o 

£2225  o o 

Note. — If  the  above-named  floor  be  reconstructed,  the  repairs 

and  alterations  of  the  gas-fittings  and  hot-water  apparatus 


£150  o o 


£ 75  0 0 


£150  o o 
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would  be  done  at  the  same  time;  a deduction  of  say  ,£ioo 
would  in  that  case  be  made  from  the  items  Nos.  1 and  2. 

JOHN  TAYLOR. 

12,  Whitehall  Place,  July  3,  1874. 


BODLEIAN  LIBRARY. 

Statement  of  works  and  alterations  which  should  be  carried  ou 
in  the  “ Radcliffe  ” building,  in  order  to  make  the  basement  of  the 
latter  fit  to  receive  the  Manuscripts  and  other  Documents  which 
belong  to  the  above-named  Library,  together  with  the  estimated 
cost  of  such  works,  &c. 

1 . To  strengthen  the  vaulting  of  the  centre  of  the 

basement  by  constructing  over  it  a platform 
or  raised  flooring  of  iron,  brick,  and  stonework 
about  27  feet  in  diameter,  with  handrail  round 
the  same,  and  steps  leading  to  it  in  four  places, 
alter  position  of  hot-wrater  coil,  &c.  . . £325  o o 

2.  To  fix  iron  folding-shutters  to  the  seven  wundows 

of  the  basement,  and  iron  folding-doors  to  the 
entrance,  with  the  necessary  alterations  to  the 
existing  door  and  v7indowT  fittings  . . . £ 55 ° o o 

£875'  o o 


12,  Whitehall  Place,  July  3,  1874. 
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BODLEIAN  LIBRARY. 

Report  as  to  the  best  mode  of  rendering  fireproof  so  much 
of  the  Bodley  building,  or  Radcliffe,  as  will  contain 
the  manuscripts  and  other  rare  documents. 

At  the  request  of  Dr.  Acland,  on  behalf  of  the  Curators  of  Bodley ’s 
Library,  I have  examined  the  buildings  with  a view  of  giving  an 
opinion  as  to  the  several  suggestions  that  have  been  made  on  the 
above-named  subject,  and  the  approximate  cost  of  each. 

Two  modes  of  obtaining  the  required  space  have  been  suggested : 

1.  To  render  fireproof  as  far  as  possible  the  tower  of  the  Bodley 

building. 

2.  To  use  the  basement  of  the  Radcliffe. 

With  regard  to  suggestion  No.  1 — 

It  would  be  necessary  to  substitute  fireproof  floors  and  roof  for 
those  which  are  at  present  of  combustible  materials,  to  reduce  the  size 
of  the  present  internal  openings  in  the  walls,  and  fix  double  iron 
doors  to  them.  Also  to  fix  iron  doors  to  the  staircase  and  to  the 
openings  leading  on  to  the  roof,  and  iron  shutters  to  all  the  windows. 

The  cost  of  these  works  would  not  be  less  than  .£1500. 

With  respect  to  suggestion  No.  2 — 

It  would  in  the  first  place  be  necessary  to  strengthen  the  vaulting, 
to  provide  against  the  contingency  of  falling  beams  (mentioned  in 
Captain  Galton’s  Report)  in  case  of  the  roof  of  the  building  catching 
fire. 

This  could  be  done  by  constructing  a raised  platform  over  the 
middle  of  the  vaulting  about  31  feet  diameter,  and  1 foot  6 inches 
above  the  present  floor,  of  sufficient  strength  to  resist  the  blow  from 
the  fall  of  the  heaviest  timbers  in  the  roof. 

The  platform  could  be  used  in  the  same  manner  as  the  floor  space 
is  at  present  by  having  a handrail  round  it  and  steps  at  say  four 
points. 
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If  the  basement  is  to  be  made  absolutely  fireproof,  the  present 
oak  floor  would  have  to  be  removed,  a fireproof  floor  with  ventilation 
underneath  would  have  to  be  constructed  so  as  to  prevent  damp  from 
rising  from  the  earth,  and  the  hot-water  pipes  would  have  to  be 
altered. 

Iron  shutters  would  have  to  be  provided  to  all  the  windows,  and 
iron  doors  to  the  entrance. 

The  cost’of  these  works  I estimate  at  .£1550. 

3.  One  other  part  of  the  building  appears  to  me  to  be  suitable 
for  the  purpose — viz.,  the  Pigmarket  or  Proscholium. 

In  this  case  it  would  be  necessary  to  substitute  a floor  similar  to 
that  proposed  for  the  basement  of  the  Radcliffe. 

To  form  two  additional  windows,  looking  into  the  quadrangle,  build 
up  two  doorways,  and  provide  iron  shutters  to  two  existing  windows 
and  the  two  proposed  to  be  formed,  provide  and  fix  an  iron  door,  and 
to  repair  and  glaze  one  window. 

This  I estimate  would  cost  about  ^850,  including  the  cost  of 
warming  with  hot-water  pipes. 

The  above  estimated  amounts  are  exclusive  of  fittings. 

These,  if  of  iron,  and  provided  for  to  the  extent  of  75CO  superficial 
feet,  which  I understand  to  be  about  the  space  required,  would  cost 
about  £3000. 

The  cost  of  fittings  in  each  of  the  proposals  would  be  about  the 
same. 

With  regard  to  the  several  proposals,  I have  to  make  the  following 
observations : — • 


1.  Tower  in  Bodley  Building. 

This  tower,  in  my  opinion,  is  not  in  such  a position  as  to  render  it 
desirable  to  convert  it  into  a fireproof  depository,  because  it  has  build- 
ings abutting  on  it  on  two  sides  which  would  burn  rapidly  and  create 
great  heat  if  a fire  were  to  occur,  and  also  because  the  valuable  docu- 
ments which  it  would  contain  would  have  to  be  placed  on  the  upper 
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floors  and  would  therefore  be  less  accessible  in  the  event  of  its  being1 
considered  desirable  to  remove  them  during1  a fire. 

2.  Basement  of  the  Barlcliffe. 

The  Radcliffe  has  the  advantage  of  being  entirely  detached.  I am 
of  opinion  that  the  alterations  and  additions  proposed  in  this  Report 
would  make  the  basement  practically  fireproof. 

It  may  possibly  be  thought  unnecessary  to  disturb  the  present  oak 
flooring,  as  being  so  placed  over  stonework  as  to  render  it  exceedingly 
unlikely  that  fire  would  originate  from  it. 

If  this  view  be  adopted  it  would  result  in  a considerable  saving  in 
expense.  It  would  then  be  unnecessary  to  provide  iron  fittings,  as 
fittings  of  oak  would  not  be  more  liable  to  catch  fire  than  the  floor. 


3.  Pigmarhet  or  Proscholium. 

This  portion  of  the  building  could,  in  my  opinion,  be  made  almost 
if  not  quite  as  safe  as  the  basement  of  the  Radcliffe,  but  I am  not  in  a 
position  to  say  whether  its  conversion  from  a passage  into  a Library 
strong-room  can  be  entertained,  nor  do  I know  how  far  it  may  suit 
the  convenience  of  the  Librarian  to  place  the  documents  in  that 
position. 


In  conclusion,  I should  state  that  the  following  matters  require  to 
be  carefully  looked  into,  whatever  may  be  done  as  to  the  fireproof 
accommodation  : — 

1.  The  condition  of  the  warming  apparatuses  and  the  gas  fittings. 

2.  The  desirability  of  fixing  an  efficient  system  of  lightning  con- 
ductors. 


3.  The  necessity  for  improving  the  present  arrangements  for  a 
supply  of  water  in  case  of  fire. 


(Signed) 


JOHN  TAYLOR. 


June  26,  1874. 


